Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes January 25, 2010
Publicity Chairman Ron Collins opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. (1902 hrs) with silent prayer, keeping in mind the five soldiers recently killed in Afghanistan.
Present: Garlon Penland, Paul Smith, Cort Nordeoff, Butch Hemingway, Ron Collins, Melinda Schneider, Luis Carreras, Karen Carter, PJ Schneider, Brigitte Shanken, Jimmy Shanken, CSM Ervin, Paul Andreshak, Guido Knapp, Barbara Martin, Chuck Vandusen, George Holtzman, Pam Haynes and Stephen Stanton.
MINUTES: A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as posted. The motion passed.
FINANCE REPORT: The beginning balance was $13,051.70. Two checks totaling $591.51 were written, leaving an ending balance of $12,460.19. A motion was made and seconded to accept the financial report. The motion was approved.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
LIASION – No Report

PUBLICITY – No Report

HOSPITALITY
· There will be another deployment fair in March. PJ will try to get more razors to distribute.

· Melinda has worked with three FRGs to make yellow bows; all went well.
· On behalf of HMAC, PJ and Melinda Schneider received the Vaden Nissan Extra Mile Award and a $500 check. Vaden Nissan has also committed to helping HMAC with the July 4th event (July 2, 2010).

FORT STEWART – CSM Ervin
On behalf of LTC Milton and the garrison staff, CSM Ervin expressed his thanks for the partnership that has been forged with Fort Stewart. The Warriors’ Walk looks 100% better now thanks to HMAC’s commitment. Thanks also for working with businesses to obtain their commitments. 

NEW BUSINESS
· Monifa Robinson with Military & Family Life Consultant Program distributed pamphlets and informed HMAC members about their free counseling services to military, reservists, family members and veterans. The counseling services are confidential. 
· Vicki Davis was expected to come before the committee in reference to improving Victory Park. Any discussion was tabled until the next meeting as Ms. Davis was not available.

· AUSA dues are up for renewal; $150 is due March 10, 2010 for corporate sponsorship. A motion was made to allocate $150 for corporate membership in AUSA. The motion was seconded and approved. A motion was made and seconded to give two soldiers’ names as our designees; the motion passed.
· Karen Carter of Realty Executives volunteered to post HMAC information to our website. Ron Collins will coordinate with the City’s IT Department.

· Barbara Martin received a plaque to GeoVista for their partnership and support of the Warrior’s Walk project.
· Barbara Martin said she had walked Warriors’ Walk; some of the s-hooks have come loose and need attention.

· Tree dedication ceremonies are held the third Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs).
GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Butch Hemingway, President of VVA, said their chapter is taking over the responsibility of replacing the American flags on Warriors’ Walk. They will be checking each month to see if any flags need replacing.

· PJ Schneider said there are 26 brigade colors available that have not been finalized and will be finished according to the unit which needs the colors.

· DAV has moved to the Liberty County Health Department building. They are open Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (1000-1400 hrs). They have a new Ford van for transporting disabled veterans to medical appointments; riders are asked to call five days in advance to schedule transport.
· Brigitte Shanken said that she and MEDDAC personnel, NCO Fellowship Soldiers, and civilian volunteers will be visiting the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center in Dublin on February 11, 2010 with valentines for the veterans. They will be departing from the Winn Army main entrance at 8:00 a.m. (0800 hrs). Please call 912-222-8279 if you would like to participate.

· Butch Hemingway, President of VVA, said they will be having their 3rd annual VVA Day on March 27, 2010 with a picnic at the Georgia VVA Memorial Park located at the YMCA soccer fields. There will be activities and free food. Family members are also invited.
· Stephen Stanton with Vaden Nissan explained their Extra Mile program. They give away $500 each week to an organization or individual who does something outstanding in the community. Nominations can be made at their website.

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The motion was approved at 7:45 p.m. (1945 hrs).

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the Hinesville Police Department squad room
Linda Blanchard
Administrative Assistant/HPD

Scribe/HMAC
