Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, April 22, 2013
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) with a moment of silence.
Present: Chairman David Anderson, Ron Collins, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Pam Viscarra, Barbara VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser, Paul Smith, Gabby Howard and George Holtzman.
Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone and expressed thanks to those who came out for the meeting.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda. The motion carried.

MINUTES – There were no corrections to the minutes. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes; the motion passed.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Chairman Anderson asked PJ Schneider, Melinda Schneider, Ron Collins, George Holtzman and Secretary Linda Blanchard to stay for a short Executive Board session.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. COMMUNICATIONS, PRESS AND PUBLICITY – no report
2. COMMUNITY AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE – no report
3. FORT STEWART COORDINATION COMMITTEE

a. On July 4th, Fort Stewart will have only the Twilight Tattoo at 6:30 p.m. (1830 hrs) on Cottrell Field with fireworks at the golf course later.

b.  HMAC is under no obligation to hold a food court. Discussion ensued. PJ suggested we let our usual supporters know there will be no food court this year. PJ will compose a message and send it to Secretary Linda Blanchard for distribution.

4. HOSPITALITY

a. Melinda has both yellow bows and red/white/blue bows available for the American Legion.

NEW BUSINESS
1. HMAC members began planning a Salute to Our Veterans benefit to be held at Bryant Commons. 

a. Monies collected will benefit the Veterans Memorial Walk at Bryant Commons. 

b. Members would like to see this become an annual event.

c. The event is scheduled for Saturday, November 9, 2013.

d. Event suggestions included a talent show, children’s blow up play structures, a “battle of the bands,” and food vendors.
e. The admission would be free; money would be made from food vendors.

f. Support would be requested from the JROTC, Youth Challenge, HDDA and the City of Hinesville.
g. There will be opportunities to purchase bricks for the Memorial Walk.

h. For a fee, businesses would be allowed to hang banners.
i. A motion was made that HMAC move forward with the Salute to Our Veterans with a fundraiser/food event at Bryant Commons.

2. HMAC’s AUSA corporate membership is up for renewal.

a. A motion was made and seconded to renew the membership for $150. The motion was approved.
b. Secretary Linda Blanchard will request the $150 check. 

c. PJ Schneider will obtain two sponsorship names.

3. The date of the next HMAC meeting was discussed. There will be no meeting in May; the next meeting will be Monday, June 24, 2013.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

1. AUSA is planning a golf tournament for June 14th (the birthday of the US Army) and is looking for teams to participate. The cost is $200 per team.
2. A Community Listening Session was held on Fort Stewart today, 04/22/13

a. Plans are to reduce the force to 400,090 by 2017.

b. There is a program to help hire veterans, Paychecks for Patriots. There will be five job fairs in Georgia. The Army fairs will be held at Fort Benning, Fort Gordon and Fort Stewart.

c. A grant will allow Georgia Tech and the Development Authority to study what spouses are looking for as far as wages, benefits, etc when searching for jobs. Most are concerned with time off when a spouse returns from deployment.

d. From Luis Carreras, via email and presented by Melinda Schneider: April 23rd is the 105th birthday of the Army Reserve and is Army Reserve Day in Hinesville. The Army Reserve makes up 20% of the Army’s organized units, while providing one-half of the Army’s combat support and one-fourth of its mobility base expansion capabilities.

e. From Brigitte Shanken via email and presented by Melinda Schneider: HMAC members are invited to the Annual Volunteer Awards Ceremony April 23rd at 1:30 p.m. (1330 hrs) at the Winn Army Community Hospital Patriot Auditorium.

f. PJ Schneider will be contacting the AG Casualty Section reference receiving names of personnel KIA for whom HAMC will send flowers.

g. PJ picked up nine guidons for Warriors Walk; only eleven blanks remain.

The next meeting has been scheduled for Monday, June 24, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) at the Hinesville Police Department.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was honored by standing at 7:50 p.m. (1950 hrs)
Linda Blanchard
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