Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, January 28, 2013
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours); Chad Chaffee led the group in prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Joe Ford, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Ron Collins, Chief Stagmeier, Bonnie Jean (BJ) Pecenak, Gabrielle Howard, Chad Chaffee, Jeff Ashmen, Walter Helmick, Barbara VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser and John Crowley.
WELCOME – Melinda Schneider welcomed everyone. She expressed thanks to all those who have been with HMAC for many years and to the newer members. Melinda believes many people on Fort Stewart still do not know about HMAC.
MINUTES – A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes. The motion was approved.
FINANCE REPORT – No report available. The latest balance was $5,027.48. Since then, $100 was donated to the VVA for fruit baskets for the Dublin Veterans Hospital patients and $150 to the Wreaths for Warriors project. PJ questioned the procedure when a request for a donation comes in for HMAC funds. PJ felt the fruit basket donation did not support the 3rd ID. Chairman Anderson stated that the first priority is the soldiers. PJ said we’ve previously denied individual unit requests that were not for the entire 3rd ID, only a small part of it. Chairman Anderson will have a statement within two weeks saying how HMAC will disburse funds. Ron Collins made a motion that Linda Blanchard get the mission statement and send it to the officers so they could review it and discuss this at the next meeting. No second. David Anderson said whatever HMAC does must include the original goal of this committee. Melinda said HMAC has participated in many deployment fairs which are for individual units preparing for deployment.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – no report
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
· Communications, Press and Publicity
· Ron Collins asked if anyone had a firm date for the July 4th event on Fort Stewart as he needs to contact the Johnsonville Company.
· Fort Stewart Coordination

· PJ will contact garrison staff to see if a final date has been determined.
· Hospitality
· Melinda said female soldiers are in need of feminine hygiene products. Ron Collins said unit supply offices should stock all they need.
· Melinda said they have no more of the donated razors now, only cartridge refills. Wal-Mart has offered a gift card which will be picked up and used to purchase items to give away at the deployment fairs.

· Melinda suggested HMAC have a flier explaining what HMAC does.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Veterans Parkway
· The City is trying to acquire land for the expansion; the street should be a full four lanes sometime between 2014 or 2015. Fort Stewart does not have the money to four-lane the portion of the road on government property.
· HMAC members need to come up with four ideas of something to place along the parkway to identify it with Fort Stewart, something that would reflect both the 24th and 3rd Infantry Divisions. Several ideas were mentioned: flags, guidons, and an embankment with flowers. Chairman Anderson said members have time to come up with those or other ideas.
· Veterans Memorial at Bryant Commons (planned to be unveiled in 2015)
· A 501C-3 is being set up for the Veterans Memorial fundraising; an estimated $848,000-$1,000,000 will be needed. The fundraisers will be looking to large corporations such as Coca-Cola, Georgia Power, etc. They are presently categorizing donations – such as purchasing a brick, a bench, etc. The fundraising committee has asked HMAC to donate $1,200 toward startup costs. Members discussed whether or not to donate this money. A motion was made to deny the request for $1,200. The motion was seconded. The motion carried (12 aye, 2 nay).

· Shop Local decals

· The Chamber of Commerce is in favor of working together. Imprint Warehouse personnel are designing the decal. Both HMAC and Chamber personnel will have to approve the logo which is to represent both the Chamber and HMAC (another way to have HMAC’s name out in the community). The decal will allow all 3rd ID soldiers and their family members to receive a discount at participating, local stores. The cost of the decals is not to exceed $500.
NEW BUSINESS:
· Ron Collins suggested HMAC become a charitable organization; become independent of the City. Ron has downloaded some bylaws from the Internet. David Anderson said former Mayor Ratcliffe started this committee and how would the funds be moved to a new organization?
GOOD OF THE ORDER:
· A Tree Ceremony will be held Thursday, February 21st at 9:30 a.m. (0930 hrs) for Aaron Whitman of 3/69 Armor.
The next meeting has been scheduled for Monday, February 25, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) at the Hinesville Police Department.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was honored by standing at 8:32 p.m. (2032 hrs)
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