Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, November 15, 2012
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours) with a moment of silent meditation.
Present: David Anderson, Joe Ford, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Ron Collins, Chief Stagmeier, Bonnie Jean (BJ) Pecenak, Gabrielle Howard and Guido Knapp.
WELCOME – Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone. He then extended Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year greetings to everyone as we will not meet again until late January.

FINANCE REPORT – There has been no activity on the account since the last bank statement, 09/30/2012, when the balance was $5,027.48. 

MINUTES – A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as presented. The motion was approved.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
· Communications, Press and Publicity
· Ron Collins has received a message from the Johnsonville company reference their Big Taste Grill; no confirmation or further information until into 2013, but HMAC’s request has been added to the list. 
· Fort Stewart Coordination

· The Pace Shave company was recognized for the razors and refill cartridges donated to HMAC to distribute to military organizations.

· PJ has requested more razors for the Veterans’ Hospital.

· PJ attended an Army Career Alumni Program meeting (ACAP). The program is designed to assist soldiers select a career path prior to getting out of the service.

· Hospitality
· Melinda attended three deployment fairs and one FGR meeting between October 10th and November 11th. Bonnie Jean attended a deployment fair with Melinda.
· Melinda has made 50 of the small yellow bows for a unit Christmas tree.

· November 12th, Melinda attended “The Imperative of Leadership” lecture given by General Phillips at AASU.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Wreaths for Warriors

· Joe Ford attended a meeting reference the annual Wreaths for Warriors event. He will send information to Linda for distribution to HMAC members.

· PJ made a motion to obligate $150 to purchase 10 wreaths for the project. The motion was seconded and approved.

· Shop Local Campaign

· The Liberty County Chamber is pushing a “Shop Local” campaign. Members discussed ways HMAC could partner with the Chamber, bringing back the discount program and how have the information publicized on Fort Stewart. 
· PJ will approach the Chamber to offer partnership and to offer to purchase shop decals.

· A motion was made and seconded to allocate no more than $500 for decals advertising the discount program. 

· BJ suggested the information also be publicized in the Coastal Courier and the Frontline.
GOOD OF THE ORDER:
· Bonnie Jean reported that efforts are being made to restart the Prevent Child Abuse Liberty group.
· Chairman Anderson said DFACS is in need of funds to provide Thanksgiving dinners.

· Operation Homefront is having a food drive for Thanksgiving dinners.

· The Pearl Harbor Day remembrance ceremony will be held Saturday, December 8th at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs) at the American Legion.

The next meeting has been scheduled for Monday, January 28, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) at the Hinesville Police Department.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was honored by standing at 8:00 p.m. (2000 hrs)
Linda Blanchard
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