Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, June 25, 2012
P.J. Schneider, Fort Stewart Coordination Committee chairman, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours). Chad Chaffee gave the opening prayer.
Present: David Anderson, John Crowley, Joe Ford, George Holtzman, Chad Chaffee, Ron Collins, Jeff Ashmen, Donald Spencer, P.J. Schneider, Melinda Schneider, Monti Goldston, Luis Carreras, Randy Murray, Walter Helmick, Jean Nelson, Charles Nelson and Guido Knapp.
INTRODUCTIONS

· Monti Goldston from the Crossroads Church introduced himself saying the Crossroads Church wishes to participate in projects benefiting soldiers and families at Fort Stewart.

· Jean and Charles Nelson have come to the community to help veterans.
MINUTES – A correction was made to the May 24th minutes. In the paragraph referring to the tour at Bryant Commons, Marcus Simonton was corrected to read Marcus Sack. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as corrected. The motion was approved.
FINANCE REPORT - The balance is $9,324.70. Fifty dollars is to be sent to the Chamber of Commerce for HMAC’s share of the farewell for Colonel Milton and CSM Erwin. A motion was made and seconded to give the Chamber of Commerce $50 to help with the July 6th Change of Command event. The motion passed.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – no report
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
· Communications, Press and Publicity – Ron Collins – no report.

· Community and Coordination Committee – George Holtzman stated that the plan for the Veterans Memorial may be redesigned to use the military branch crests rather than images. The proposed date of completion for the memorial is 05/31/2015. 
· Fort Stewart Coordination Committee – report in Old Business below.
· Hospitality
· Thursday, 06/28/12, Melinda will be working with the 1/64 FRG to make yellow bows.

· 60 new yellow bows have been made for the downtown Hinesville area; Melinda is trying to get 100 made. She also wants additional bows to hang at the July 4th event. Melinda also plans to show volunteers at HAAF how to make the yellow bows.
OLD BUSINESS:

· PJ reported that all is tracking well for the July 4th event. He cut back on items being ordered from the Commissary based on pledged donations.
· Pioneer Services is ordering sandwich meals from Baldinos. Seven hundred meals will be sold for $1300. HMAC’s portion will be $600. These will be easy-serve meals, packaged and ready to distribute.

· Popeye’s Chicken is supplying 600 pieces of chicken for $420. The chicken will be picked up on Fort Stewart.

· PJ received an email message from La Quinta. They would like to purchase meals from McDonald’s and would like HMAC to split the cost. PJ will contact La Quinta personnel to discuss keeping the food hot enough.

· There will be lots of hot dogs, hamburgers, sausage dogs, barbecue and chicken sandwiches.

· Jump N’ Jacks of Richmond Hill wants to do snow cones; they also want to have a car there for advertisement. 
· The refrigerated van will be on site on July 3rd. That same day, VVA personnel will meet at the Commissary at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hours) to pick up the Commissary items.

· The Preventive Medicine briefing will be at 5:00 p.m. (1700 hours) on Thursday, 06/28/12 on the event field; if inclement weather, the briefing will be held in one of the car wash bays. Those cooking are not to wear rubber gloves but those who serve must wear them. All servers will need to wear a hat. Those with facial hair must also wear a hairnet. Fort Stewart access passes will be distributed at this meeting.
· Drinks will be kept cold in the blue containers; volunteers will pass out the drinks from the containers.

· The food court will be arranged in two squares with a lane down the middle. Stations serving the same type of food will not be placed near one another.

· July 3rd, the field will be marked for space set-up. HMAC may have one cooking area and two or three serving stations.

· Set-up will start July 3rd after 9:00 a.m. (0900 hours).

· All vehicles will be removed from the field except those attached to grills and the Jump N’ Jacks car.

· Serving will begin at 11:00 a.m. (1100 hours) and continue until 2:00 p.m. (1400 hours) or until the food runs out – whichever occurs first.

· Melinda asked about getting Johnsonville sausage participation in 2013. Members discussed the possible date for the event in 2013. Linda will give the Johnsonville contact information to Ron Collins.

· Question: are flowers still being sent to the families upon the death of 3rd ID soldiers?
· Approximately $400 needs to be spent on additional guidons for Warriors Walk. The money was previously approved.

NEW BUSINESS
· The Chamber of Commerce is working on a hail for the new garrison commander, Sergeant Major, ADCS and ADCS Rear.
GOOD OF THE ORDER/VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
· The Twilight Tattoo is scheduled for Wednesday, 06/27/2012 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours) on Cottrell Field.
· Marne Week closing is scheduled for Friday, 06/29/2012 at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hours) on Cottrell Field.

· Luis Carreras attended the Change of Command for the Army Reserve Chief of Staff. Points of interest from General Raymond Odierno’s speech:

· The Army Reserve makes incredible contributions, services and sacrifices for the Army but more importantly our Nation. (200,000 Reservists have been mobilized sine 9-11.)

· The Army Reserve is the most capable reserve force in our nation’s history.

· A new law authorizes all Reservists to participate in homeland disaster service and to go overseas for up to 120 days.

· At 7:00 p.m. (1900 hours) on July 30, 2012 at the Methodist Church, the Community Mass Choir will give a “Home of the Brave” concert, free and open to the public.

· The Casing of the Colors is scheduled for August 8, 2012, with a commitment from Governor Deal to attend.

· On Saturday, August 4th, the American Legion will have Forget-Me-Not fundraisers at the PX and Commissary.

· The award ceremony will be held on July 6, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. (0830 hours) at Division Headquarters; the Change of Command will follow on Cottrell Field at 9:30 a.m. (0930 hours).

Our next meeting has been scheduled for Monday, July 23, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) at the Hinesville Police Department.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. (1950 hours.)
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