Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, April 23, 2012
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs); Chad Chaffee gave the opening prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Mayor James Thomas, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Paul Smith, Chad Chaffee, Paul Andreshak, Barbara VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser, Ron Collins, Jeff Ashmen, Andrew Williams and Donald Spencer.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Anderson expressed his thanks to all of the faithful members who have been a part of our Hinesville Military Affairs Committee for 12 years.  He invited everyone to attend the renaming ceremony from Frank Cochran Drive to Veteran’s Parkway on May 1st, 2:15 PM.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
· Communications, Press and Publicity – Ron Collins reported that the Coastal Courier ran an article about our upcoming 4th of July Food Court.  The information is also on the Coastal Courier web site.
· Community and Coordination Committee – George Holtzman and Mayor Thomas gave a presentation on the proposed Veterans Memorial at Bryant Commons.  Chad Chaffee motioned we approve the concept; Paul Smith seconded the motion; motion carried.  Jeff Ashmen and Andrew Williams are members of the committee that is working to bring the Veterans Memorial to completion.  George suggested that the members go to Bryant Commons to look at the site for the Veterans Memorial.  A suggestion was made to have the next meeting at Bryant Commons so that we could tour the site together.
· Fort Stewart Coordination Committee – PJ Schneider reported that the Garrison Change of Command will be on July 6th. A General Officer has been identified to serve as the Rear Detachment Commander when the Division Headquarters deploys in August. The layout for the Food Court will be similar to the layout we used for the last few years except we will establish a crossover path through the middle to allow access to both sides of the court without having to walk completely around the perimeter of the food court. With the event being held on a federal holiday we can only assume that it will not be a mandatory duty day, however, we do expect to have a large crowd. We can expect to serve around 12,000-13,000 meals. He has spoken with Baldinos, Shanes, VIP, Vaden Nissan, Lowes, Wal-Mart, Papa Murphy’s, Kroger’s, and McDonalds about sponsorship.
· Hospitality – Melinda offered to deliver any paperwork to those who wish to sign up for a Food Booth.  
NEW BUSINESS:  

· Ray Eagan, Society of the 3rd ID regarding 3rd ID Ball – A request was sent by Ray for financial assistance for the younger soldiers.  After discussion we agreed that this is not in our policy to assist when all of the soldiers of the 3rd Infantry Division do not the benefit.

· Jeff Ashmen, Andrew Williams, and Donald Spencer introduced themselves.  Jeff Ashmen announced the Sgt Major Golf Tournament is being held May 11th to raise funds for scholarships.  Donald Spencer motioned we contribute $100 for a hole; Ron Collins seconded; approved.  Jeff also expressed the need of six retired officers to serve on the 3rd ID Sgt Major Association.

· Mayor Thomas announced the old Gabriel’s house will become a home for veterans and will be in need of operational funds.  He also announced the Veteran’s Clinic will be built on Hwy 84 at the old Mill’s house site; construction to start in July.

GOOD OF THE ORDER/VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
· Memorial Day Ceremony will be held on May 28th at the American Legion.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was honored by standing at 8:10 p.m. (2010 hrs)
Monday, May 28, 2012 is Memorial Day therefore our next meeting has been rescheduled for Thursday, May 24, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) at Bryant Commons so that members can conduct a tour of the Veterans Memorial site.
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