Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, March 26, 2012
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs); Chad Chaffee gave the opening prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Charlie Young, Paul Smith, Chad Chaffee, Paul Andreshak, Barbara VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser, Katrina Heyward, Joe Ford, John Crowley, Randy Murray, Joan Robbins and Allen Brown.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes with the corrections. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.
The finance report was submitted; the balance is $9,424.70. A motion was made and seconded to accept the report. The motion carried.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Anderson appreciates the continued efforts of everyone to keep our committee active since Mayor Ratcliff organized the group in January 2000. He introduced our guests Joan Robbins and Allen Brown from Century 21 Action Realty.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
· Communications, Press and Publicity – Ron Collins discussed spreading the word about the July 4th Food Court via the Chamber and the Coastal Courier. Barbara VanDuser and PJ Schneider will coordinate with the Chamber to have the Mayor’s letter and sign up sheet posted in the Chamber’s Friday Newsletter. The need to go face-to-face with possible supporters was also discussed because we cannot rely solely on posting announcements in The Coastal Courier or in the Chamber’s Newsletter to have enough supporters.
· Community and Coordination Committee – George Holtzman (excused absence)

· Fort Stewart Coordination Committee – PJ Schneider attended the GMACC recently. At that meeting MG Abrams advised the group that the Division would probably receive shorter notices for troop deployments. The possibility of at least two more BRACs was also mentioned at the meeting. Col Milton indicated he will be leaving for the War College on July 6th. PJ delivered 4 more metal Bde colors to be used at Warriors Walk for upcoming Tree Dedication Ceremonies. There is only one more metal blank on-hand. PJ asked to purchase 20 additional metal blanks. Ron made a motion and Chaffee seconded the motion to purchase 20 more metal blanks for $450. The motion carried. PJ expects food costs will be less than $5,000 for HMAC’s role in the July 4th food court. Unfortunately, the Johnsonville tractor trailer grill is already committed for July 4th this year, but it is available for 2013.  PJ still has lots of razors available and asked if there are any groups that could distribute them or have a need for them. David Anderson will check with Fort Stewart to see if they are in agreement for a Yellow Bow send off for the Division Headquarters.
· Hospitality – Melinda Schneider represented HMAC at the Community Showcase March 13th on Fort Stewart. A certificate of appreciation was given to HMAC by Col Milton.  Melinda will be making 100 yellow bows to be placed on the light poles in downtown Hinesville.
OLD BUSINESS:  

· David Anderson stated that Frank Cochran Drive will be renamed to Veterans Parkway. May 1, 2012 is the anticipated date of the name change. HMAC veterans will be contacted reference the name change ceremony. 

· David Anderson reported the Veteran’s Memorial will be designed by the City Engineer to be located in Bryan Commons near the lake.

GOOD OF THE ORDER/VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
· April 6, 2012 Good Friday Walk for Shelter. All proceeds will benefit the Liberty County Homeless Coalition. The five mile walk will begin at Mt. Zion and end at St. Philips. The walk will be from 12:00 noon until 3:00 p.m. (1500 hrs). Chad Chaffee has registration packets for those wishing to participate. He also has additional flyers for posting.
· The Army Communities of Excellence Award Ceremony for Fort Stewart will be May 1st at the Pentagon if anyone can attend. This is the fifth time this award is being made to Fort Stewart. 

· Vets helping Vets – Paul Smith reported that the DAV had scheduled a fund raiser for March 3rd but it was cancelled due to the weather but has been rescheduled for May 5th, 10 AM – 2 PM at the Commissary, PX and Wal-Mart.
· Vote in July – Barbara VanDuser asked everyone to vote to support SPLOSH for the benefit to Liberty County.

· Hire Vets – PJ reported tax credits between $2,400 and $9,600 per vet hired under the Work Opportunity Tax Credit Program are available for employers that hire tax credit eligible veterans to include returning National Guard and Reserve vets. Information is available on the Georgia Department of Labor website or employers can call any GDOL Career Center (locally 912-370-2595) and ask for information concerning this program.
· Chamber event – Subject: FUTURE OF FORT STEWART - Paul Andreshak announced the Eggs and Issues Breakfast scheduled for April 10th at 8:30 AM in the bus barn on Airport Road. The event is sponsored by Navy Federal Credit Union. Rep. Jack Kingston will be the guest speaker. Those wishing to attend must go through the Liberty County Chamber of Commerce to reserve a seat for the breakfast.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was honored by standing at 8:10 p.m. (2010 hrs)
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 23, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the HPD squad room.
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