Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, February 27, 2012
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. (1903 hrs); Chad Chaffee gave the opening prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Paul Smith, Chad Chaffee, George Holtzman, Barbara VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser, Joe Ford, Dennis Fitzgerald, Walter Helmick and John Crowley.

Corrections to the January 23, 2012 minutes: 

1. The number of July 4th meals to be planned is between 13,000 and 15,000.

2. Razor blades were given to Paul Spence for the VA hospital.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes with the corrections. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.
The finance report was submitted with no changes; the balance is $9574.70. A motion was made and seconded to accept the report. The motion carried; the minutes will be maintained for audit purposes. The $150 AUSA dues have been mailed but the check did not clear before the bank statement closed.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Anderson thanked everyone for the work done for HMAC, especially the July 4th events. He is confident that the young soldiers also appreciate what is being done for them.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Communications, Press and Publicity – NO report

Community and Coordination Committee
· George Holtzman anticipates the Veterans Memorial concept will be approved at a meeting at Bryant Commons on Wednesday, 02/28/12. Then a planning committee will be put together. He plans a full report at the next HMAC meeting.
· David Anderson stated that Frank Cochran Drive will be renamed to Veterans Parkway. May 1, 2012 is the anticipated date of the name change. HMAC veterans will be contacted reference the name change ceremony. 

Fort Stewart Coordination Committee
· Four additional guidons are needed for Warriors’ Walk. PJ will report back after seeing how much they will cost.
· July 4th event

· Melinda attended the initial briefing which was a review of the 2011 event.
· PJ attended the follow-up briefing. The event will take place on Wednesday, July 4, 2012.
· Fort Stewart will celebrate Marne Week the week prior to July 4th but in conjunction with the annual event.

· Meals will be planned for 13,000-15,000 meals.

· The event will take place at the 2011 location but will have a lane across the food court so people will not have to go all the way around the court.

· Paul Rivers will supply music in the fest tent.

· Support will be needed for set-up.

· A support request letter is needed from the Mayor. Linda will email a copy of the 2011 letter to PJ Schneider.
· The use of access passes to gates 1 and 3 will be repeated in 2012.

· Razors from Pace Shave

· Razors have been given to Barbara VanDuser, some to VVA and DVA membership, and some to Chad Chaffee for the VFW and the Legion. Razors have also been given to Daisy Jones for the homeless program and to Christina Anthony for Operation Homefront.

· PJ needs help picking up and storing more razors. Dennis Fitzgerald will meet PJ on Wednesday, 02/28/12 at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs) to assist.

Hospitality
· Melinda circulated a photo of several 1/64 FRG members making yellow bows.
· Members discussed Operation Homefront’s (Christina Anthony, Director of Family Services) contributions and outreach to the community.

· Melinda asked about a letter to Johnsonville requesting their participation in the July 4th event. A letter to Johnsonville was mailed February 15, 2012. Melinda would like someone to follow-up with a phone call to Johnsonville.

NEW BUSINESS
· Members questioned whether or not Ron Collins would be returning to HMAC. Chairman Anderson will contact Ron Collins but asked members to come back next month with recommendations. Both Joe Ford and John Crowley would like to work on the Publicity sub-committee.

GOOD OF THE ORDER/VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
· Walter Helmick, DAV Chapter 46

· Veterans Helping Veterans event will be held March 3, 2012 at the PX, Commissary and Wal-Mart.
· Dennis Fitzgerald, American Legion, East Liberty Post

· The Midway American Legion is debating when to hold the Veterans Day parade as Veterans Day 2012 is on Sunday. 

· They will have turkey shoots beginning again in April.
· The Liberty County Veterans Council has been disbanded as it was a duplication of efforts.

· Chad Chaffee, VVA

· A flyer is out for the April 6, 2012 Good Friday Walk for Shelter. All proceeds will benefit the Liberty County Homeless Coalition.

· The five mile walk will begin at Mt. Zion and end at St. Philips. The walk will be from 12:00 noon until 3:00 p.m. (1500 hrs).

· The VVA will have a water bottle stand and distribute water to walkers.

· Chad Chaffee has a registration packet for those wishing to participate. He also has additional flyers for posting.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was honored by standing at 8:10 p.m. (2010 hrs)
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the HPD squad room.
Linda Blanchard
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