Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, January 23, 2012
George Holtzman, Community and Coordination Committee chairman, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs). Chad Chaffee gave the opening prayer.
Present: Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Luis Carreras, Paul Smith, Garlon Penland, Cort Nordeoff, Chad Chaffee, George Holtzman, Barbara VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser, Guido Knapp, Katrina Heyward, Joe Ford and Chief George Stagmeier.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes. The motion carried.
The finance report was submitted with no changes; the balance is $9689.85. A motion was made and seconded to accept the report. The motion carried.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Communications, Press and Publicity – NO report

· Melinda Schneider made a motion to write the Johnsonville Company to request participation in the July 4th event at Fort Stewart. The motion was seconded and approved.

Community and Coordination Committee
· George Holtzman reviewed the status of building a veterans’ memorial, possibly in Bryant Commons. The Joint Management Committee’s permission is still needed. George would like conceptual ideas for the memorial, then an estimate of the costs, followed by donation collections. Mr. Holtzman would like representatives from all of the veterans’ organizations participating in this project.

· PJ Schneider suggested that having a building located near the memorial would be convenient for the veterans when holding events such as Veterans’ Day ceremonies or Pearl Harbor Day events. 
· Members discussed placement of the veterans’ memorial in conjunction with the new location of the Fort Stewart museum. Consensus: having the memorial in the downtown area would follow precedents set in places such as Savannah and Richmond Hill, as well as giving easier access without having to go through the military protocol office.

· George Holtzman said the goal is to proceed with the design, budget and construction, with the dedication of the memorial no later than Veterans’ Day 2013.

Fort Stewart Coordination Committee
· The concept brief to the Fort Stewart Commander reference the July 4th event will be held February 2, 2012. Melinda Schneider will attend in PJ’s stead.

· The suggestions will go forward to use the same site and the same serving hours. The central location brings a good turnout and the serving hours fit with the luncheon meal time.

· The date for the 2012 event has not been decided. July 4th falls on a Wednesday.

· PJ Schneider will attend the first coordination meeting on February 10, 2012. He estimates meals will be planned to serve 1300-1500 people.
· HMAC will not serve Low Country Boil in 2012.

· Barbara VanDuser stated the need to be more forceful about denying solicitations of any kind. This was not appropriate in the free food court.

Hospitality
· Melinda Schneider would like all of the present yellow bows removed as they are dirty and limp. Chad Chaffee made motion to have all of the yellow bows removed. The motion was seconded and approved.

· Members stated that either David Anderson or Mayor Thomas should send a letter to General Abrams reference having a Yellow Bow dedication ceremony prior to Headquarters deploying in August 2012.

OLD BUSINESS – none

NEW BUSINESS/GOOD OF THE ORDER

· It is time to renew the $150 dues for the Association of the United States Army. Discussion. A motion was made and seconded to renew; the motion carried.
· From Fort Stewart to the veterans’ communities: if you want an appearance from Fort Stewart, you must submit the request a minimum of 90 days prior to the event.

· From Luis Carreras, Army Reserve Ambassador

· The Army, the Reserves and the National Guards are facing future recruiting problems, especially with weight, but are meeting their quotas.

· The Army Reserves have several programs to support families and soldiers

· Yellow Ribbon – soldiers attend 30-days, 60-days and 90-days after returning from combat to facilitate transition to stateside duty

· Strong Bond – for husbands and wives, to strengthen the family unit

· Employer Partnership of the Armed Forces – companies provide employment information to the website, soldiers check the website by zip code and can see jobs within a designated number of miles of that zip code.

· The next Honor Flight, a bus trip, is scheduled for May 18, 2012. If anyone knows of a WWII veteran who has not gone and would like to go, please give that information to Luis Carreras.

· PJ Schneider stated he still has razor blades available. They are being stored in a unit donated by George Holtzman. Blades have been donated to the DAV, the Homeless Coalition, six cases to the VFW for retirement homes, some to Chad Chaffee for his work with the homeless, and some went to Paul Smith for the VA Hospital. Chad will take some more for the American Legion, Barbara VanDuser needs some for the First Termers Financial Readiness class and some will be held back for a possible deployment fair.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion carried at 8:06 p.m. (2006 hrs)
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the HPD squad room.
Linda Blanchard
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