Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes, September 26, 2011
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m. (1904 hrs). Deacon Chafee led the group in prayer.

Present: David Anderson, Ron Collins, Adna Chaffee, PJ Schneider, Melinda Schneider, John Crowley, Joe Ford, George Holtzman, Chief Stagmeier, Guido Knapp and Donna Spolizino (Ranger Joe’s).
MINUTES: A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as written; approved.

FINANCE REPORT: No report
Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone, including new participant, Donna Spolizino, manager of Ranger Joe’s. He thanked members for participating, for being a part of HMAC in our community.

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Communications, Press and Publicity – no report

Community and Veterans Coordination Committee
· Reference the Veterans’ Memorial, the original proposed site was behind the Liberty County Development Authority building on Oglethorpe Hwy. George Holtzman presented the idea of building the memorial at Bryant Commons to Mayor Thomas who took the idea to the DDA meeting. 
· Members discussed possible sites for the Veterans’ Memorial and the Fort Stewart Museum which must move to another location. Members also discussed previously collected funds and the whereabouts of those funds. Access to the Veterans’ Memorial and museum would be difficult for many people if located on Fort Stewart. 

· George Holtzman stated it would be much more expensive to construct separate monuments for each branch of service. He suggested one monument and flying the flags representing the different services. 

· PJ recommended HMAC and the Veterans groups decide on a design for the project and then obtain the necessary funding.

· Members want a separate Veterans’ Memorial, not in conjunction with Fort Stewart.

Fort Stewart Coordination Committee

· PJ hopes to have the July 4th recognition event next month. He would like to use the Worth Fighting For logo and have the certificates signed by both Colonel Milton and HMAC Chairman David Anderson. 
· Mrs. Dixon, wife of the Commanding General at Fort Lewis, is willing to come to Fort Stewart to give a Health and Stress presentation for FRG’s. Her total expenses would be $3,000. PJ briefed the Garrison Commander. The idea is presently with the Chief of Staff.

Hospitality Committee
· Melinda attended the Showcase on September 15, 2011 to let spouses know about the Hinesville Military Affairs Committee. She displayed her board with clippings and photos of HMAC events and projects.

· Melinda will meet on October 5, 2011 to make yellow bows – the first meeting before the upcoming November deployment.

· Discussion ensued about what to do with old, dingy yellow bows still on display around town. Melinda will speak with OMI personnel about the bows.

· PJ asked if there would be a rededication ceremony prior to the next deployment. Chairman Anderson said he understood that General Abrams wants this deployment to be very low key. PJ will ask the Chief of Staff about a rededication ceremony. Chairman Anderson will let Mayor Thomas and City Manager Billy Edwards know about the ceremony request.
OLD BUSINESS – none

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Daisy Jones – Stand Down event

· Daisy Jones, Homeless Prevention Program Coordinator, sent a “Helping Hinesville’s Homeless Heroes” flyer to be read. The event, a Stand Down, is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, November 11-12, 2011. She plans a dinner on Friday evening from 6:30-8:00 p.m. (1830-2000 hrs) and a resource fair on Saturday from 12:00 noon (1200 hrs) until 3:00 p.m. (1500 hrs).
· Daisy is seeking participation and financial support. Members discussed the event and participation. At the August 22nd meeting, HMAC approved $100 for the event. 

· PJ suggested that Adna Chaffee and/or Melinda Schneider speak with Daisy Jones on Wednesday. Daisy should attend the October HMAC meeting and come with all her plans ready. HMAC could cook and serve a meal for this event. Melinda will ask Daisy for the estimated number of attendees.

2. Pace Shave has donated another 130 cases of razors. George Holtzman has donated a storage unit for temporary storage. The razors will be distributed to a number of causes, among them: 20 cases will go to the DAV, some to Daisy Jones for the Stand Down, some to the Warriors in Transition Unit and some to Barbara VanDuser for welcome programs at Fort Stewart.

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
· St Phillips will hold their annual Apple Fest on October 15, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (0900-1400 hrs).
· A fundraiser for the Kirk Healing Center honoring Gary Dodd’s commitment to the community will be held October 11, 2011 at the Econo Lodge from 6:30-9:30 p.m. (1830-2130 hrs). Please call 912-432-7360 with questions.

· A Retiree Fair will be held at the Marne Club on October 21, 2011 beginning at 9:00 a.m. (0900 hrs).

· The Coastal Courier published a listing of locations offering flu shots for retirees.
· A blood drive will be held at the Heritage Bank on Wednesday, 09/28/11 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (1000-1500 hrs).

· The Blues and BBQ festival will be held this weekend in the parking lot on West ML King Jr Drive across the street from the new Justice Center.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was approved by standing. The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. (2017 hrs). 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 24, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the HPD squad room.
Linda Blanchard
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