Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes April 25, 2011
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs); Deacon Chaffee led the group in prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Chad Chaffe, Barbara Martin VanDuser, Chuck VanDuser, PJ Schneider, Melinda Schneider, Ron Collins, Walter Helmick, Charlie Young, Luis Carreras, John Collins and Katrina Heyward.
WELCOME: Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone to the regular meeting and then asked Katrina Heyward (The Heritage Bank, Fort Stewart) and Walter Helmick (DAV Commander) to introduce themselves.
MINUTES: A correction was made to the March minutes. The Kirk Healing Center’s Jail and Bail fundraiser was April 9th, not April 8th. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes with the correction. The motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT: None. The account balance is the same as last month, $12,093.41.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
LIAISON: No report as George Holtzman was unable to attend the meeting.
PUBLICITY: No report

HOSPITALITY: 
· Three colors (guidons) were needed for the 4th BDE. A few of the pre-made, pre-paid colors remain available.
OLD BUSINESS:
· The Worth Fighting For event will be on Monday, July 4th this year.

· The First Baptist Church has offered a baby changing tent.

· There will be only one air conditioned fest tent.

· Solicitation letters were given to members to use when approaching potential sponsors. Members will make more copies as needed.

· PJ Schneider will contact Leah Poole about getting the solicitation letter and sign up form out to all Chamber members.

· The solicitation letters and sign up forms were mailed to Southeast Georgia Friends of Fort Stewart & Hunter, Fraser Counseling Center, Baldinos, City of Flemington, Kroger and VIP Office Furniture. Email messages with the forms attached were sent to Auto Super Center, CenturyLink, City of Hinesville, City of Richmond Hill, First Baptist Church, GeoVista Credit Union, Glennville Chamber of Commerce, McDonald’s, Navy Federal Credit Union, Operation Homefront (YMCA), Savannah Christian, Shane’s BBQ, The Heritage Bank and Vaden Nissan of Hinesville.

· Ron Collins will ask the Coastal Courier to publish the letter.

· PJ Schneider has estimated it will cost about $5 per meal to serve low country boil. He has spoken with Shane’s about obtaining shrimp and corn.

· The Preventive Medicine briefing will be scheduled a couple of weeks prior to the event.
NEW BUSINESS: 
· Barbara VanDuser, a Chamber Board member, stated that recruiting will begin in September for the next Leadership Liberty class which will start in November.
GOOD OF THE ORDER:

· AUSA has given AUSA ROTC/JROTC awards at eight high schools and two colleges.
· Twenty-four Vets went to Washington, D.C. on April 8, 2011 and were met by General Cucolo and his wife. This is a free trip for the Vets. The next trip is scheduled for May 20, 2011.
· There will be Guardian training, to assist the Vets going to Washington, D.C., on April 30, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. (1130 hours) at the Air Force Museum.

· Three bills of interest to the military and veterans community have been introduced:

· S. 697 – (Bob Casey, D-PA) Would provide a tax credit for military spouses pursuing a new state license or certification due to a permanent change of station (PCS) move.

· H.R. 1283 – (Tom Latham, R-IA) Would fix the fiscal year “glitch” that required that active service for Guard/Reserve service members to lower their retirement age must occur in the same fiscal year.

· H.R. 1297 & S. 721 – (Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-TX, and Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, R-TX) Requires the Treasury, in the event of a government shutdown, to continue to provide pay and allowances to military service members.
· The American Legion will hold their Memorial Day ceremony on Monday, May 30, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs).
· The DAV will hold a fundraiser on Saturday, 04/30/2011 to send members to the state conference in June to train as Service Officers. Members will meet at 9:30 a.m. (0930 hrs) at the Liberty County Health Office and then go to the PX and Commissary. Please call the DAV at 368-2546 with questions.

· The Lt Dan Band, sponsored by the USO, played at Fort Stewart on Saturday, 04/23/2011.

· The DAV is becoming involved in HUD-VASH, a program for homeless/low income individuals. Members discussed local programs to support the homeless.

· Melinda Schneider is looking for curtains for the Women’s Shelter for homeless women.

PJ Schneider requested that the June meeting be moved to Tuesday, June 21, 2011. Members concurred with the change of meeting date.

At 8:01 p.m. (2001 hrs), a motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion was approved by standing. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 23 2011 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the Hinesville Police Department squad room.
Linda Blanchard
Administrative Assistant/HPD

Scribe/HMAC
