Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes February 28, 2011
Chairman David Anderson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) and led the group in prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Ron Collins, Luis Carreras, Chad Chaffe, Paul Spence, Paul Andreshak, George Holtzman, John Crowley, and PJ and Melinda Schneider. Also in attendance were Mayra Smalls, Monica Aviles and Tazmin Gonzales from the Hispanic Dance Club.
WELCOME: Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone in attendance and introduced the guests.
MINUTES: A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as written. The motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT: There has been no activity on the account in the past three months; the balance is $12,350.30.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
LIAISON: No report
PUBLICITY: No report

HOSPITALITY: Melinda suggested we need to do more to acquire supporters for July 4th than a letter from our Mayor.  
OLD BUSINESS
· PJ will go forward with the plans for the Low Country Boil Farewell Party for BG Jeff Phillips.
· PJ stated many soldiers may be out of town since the 4th falls on a Monday. He projects 13,000-15,000 in attendance. Parking will be at the Marne Club. He will attend a meeting this Friday for more information on activities. He has already started talking to the Chamber. PJ is the Military Rep for the Chamber and has met with Col Hoffman.
NEW BUSINESS
· The ladies from the Hispanic Dance Club discussed their needs for a location to hold dance classes on Saturdays for 3 hours and large enough for 20 to 30 dancers. They participate in the Christmas Parade, the Small World Festival and many other local programs. Contact the club through Mayra Small, 271-6573. 
GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Luis Carreras announced:
· World Affairs Council monthly meeting will be April 6th, 11:00 AM at Club Stewart.  The guest speaker, Admiral Edward Martin, will speak on Combat and Command - A 360 Degree Perspective. Admiral Martin was a POW for six years.
· Honor Flight: Clinton Henry from Hinesville will go the Washington in March and Harold Hemingway will be his escort. Sixty-three veterans are in the queue for April, May, September and October. If you know of any WWII veterans, please contact Luis Carreras. The cost is $500 per veteran but is free to them. Guardians, volunteers who accompany the veterans, must pay $300 for themselves. There will be a free class for training on March 19th at the Mighty 8th. 

· US Navy and Coast Guard Vets of Vietnam Era are eligible for the presumption of Agent Orange herbicide exposure based on operations of the Vet's ship. Lou has a list of the ships.

· Suicide continues to rise in the military. From 2009 to 2010, the number of suicides doubled in members of the National Guard and Reserve. Congressmen need to be reminded. 

· PJ announced Tri-care Prime increase 

The Meeting closed at 7:50 p.m. (1950 hrs). A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The motion was approved.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 28, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the Hinesville Police Department squad room.
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