Hinesville Military Affairs Committee

Minutes May 24, 2010
Hospitality Co-chairman P.J. Schneider opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs). Chairman David Anderson gave the opening prayer.
Present: David Anderson, Melinda Schneider, PJ Schneider, Barbara Martin, Charles Vandusen, Shirley Koop, Charlie Young, Butch Hemingway, John Crowley, Roy Owens, Larry Cutchens, Guido Knapp, and Joe Ford.
As this meeting’s chairman, PJ welcomed everyone and asked Ms. Shirley Koop, the new Military Family Life Consultant, to introduce herself. Other members introduced themselves to Ms. Koop.

MINUTES: A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as presented. No discussion; the minutes stand as reported.
FINANCIAL REPORT: There was no finance activity since last month’s statement. A motion was made and seconded to accept the financial report minutes as posted. No discussion. The finance report stands.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
LIASION: No Report

PUBLICITY: No Report
· Melinda wants to know who received the Mayor’s solicitation letter. David Anderson suggested she check with the Chamber of Commerce. PJ said this close to the event, members need to make face-to-face contact with someone at the businesses/organizations to ask for participation.

HOSPITALITY:
· The yellow bows placed around the City need to be replaced as soon as possible after July 2, 2010. Melinda plans to use the yellow bows for the July 2nd event and then have them hung around the City, saving both time and money. Bows will be hung alternating the yellow bows with red, white and blue bows.
OLD BUSINESS – July 2nd event
From Larry Cutchens of MWR

· 200 HMAC passes will be prepared for the supporter and volunteers at the food court.
· Event schedule

· July 1, 2010, golf scramble

· 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs), Salute to the Nation

· July 2, 2010, events will begin at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs) at Corkan gym, Newman gym and HMAC food court. Serving will be from 11:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (1130-1430 hrs).

· A carnival will be open at Walker Field.

· The concert will be held at Donovan field beginning at 5:00 p.m. (1700 hrs) with a DJ, the National Anthem, and a local calypso band. These will be followed by En Vogue, an R&B group, Darius Rucker and the fireworks.

· No busses will be running off post. Trolleys will ferry passengers to and from parking areas.
· Gate 2 will be open July 2, 2010.

PJ Schneider

· Members received a spreadsheet listing supporters who have already committed to this event: City of Richmond Hill, Glennville Chamber of Commerce, McDonald’s, The Heritage Bank, Vaden Nissan of Hinesville, City of Hinesville, Savannah Christian Church, VIP, The Coastal Bank and GeoVista Credit Union. PJ and Melinda have contacted the following organizations/business: Hooters, Outback Steak House, Sticky Fingers, Midway Fabrication, Fort Stewart Commissary, Shane’s, Baldino’s, Buffalos, Kroger’s and Church’s Chicken. 
· Because Friday, July 2, 2010 will be a normal workday for many people, we may need more volunteers than in previous years to assist supporters who want to participate but do not have enough people to keep their business open and have people helping out during event hours.

· Melinda will go to the Coastal Courier to request some publicity for the event.

· We are estimating that we will need to serve 5000-7000 meals. 

· HMAC will be responsible for 1000 of those meals: hot dogs, sausage dogs and 2000-3000 soft drinks.

· PJ will again purchase plastic tablecloths for the fest tent tables and serving tables.

· PJ will give the Commissary manager a notice to post on the vendor bulletin board requesting donations.
· GeoVista will serve 800-1000 brats.

· Kroger has said they will send 250 meals.

· Butch Hemingway made a motion allowing HMAC to spend up to $3,000 on the July 2nd event. John Crowley seconded the motion. No discussion. The motion passed.

· PJ will speak with Lil Shurtleff to request Boy Scout volunteers.

· Drinks will be in the blue buckets at either side of the fest tent entry; drinks will be served from there.

· Ron Collins and his wife, Dee, will supervise the refrigerated trailers.

· PJ asked for a list of names and addresses of those who wish an invitation to the concert at Donovan Field with guaranteed parking. A paper was passed around; eight people signed.

· The ice reefer will be parked in the vicinity of the car wash. There may only be one reefer this year. 

· PJ is working to schedule the Preventive Medicine briefing between 16-18 June or anytime during the week of 21 June. The briefing will start at 5:00 or 5:30 p.m. (1700 or 1730 hrs). The HMAC passes will need to be ready for distribution on the day of the briefing.
· July 1, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs) raw food will be picked up and delivered to the reefer. Tablecloths may be put on the tables in the fest tent.

· Only tents which will be anchored down should be set up on July 1st. Tents should be set up on Friday and come down the same day. Tents should stay up until 2:30 p.m. (1430 hrs) when serving stops. If an organization has served all their food prior to 2:30 p.m. (1430 hrs), the booth may close, but the tent should remain in place.

· Volunteers should be out at the site by 10:00 a.m. (1000 hrs).

· No one should start serving food prior to 11:30 a.m. (1130 hrs).

Larry Cutchens expressed his thanks to HMAC for all the efforts for Fort Stewart; the soldiers and family members truly appreciate it. He commended PJ on his planning expertise.
NEW BUSINESS

· Melinda showed a certificate and read a letter of thanks from LTC Richard Coffman.
· Chairman Anderson said he plans to give certificates to July 2nd participants. He will request 40-50 City of Hinesville coins.

· The 4th BCT Deployment Fair will be held at Caro gym June 14th-18th and June 22nd-25th from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (0930-1430 hrs) and from 6:00-9:30 p.m. (1800-2130 hrs). Volunteers are needed to help at the fair. There are 159 cases of razors from Pace Shave to pass out to soldiers. Some of the razors will be held back for the FRGs and to give to returning soldiers.
GOOD OF THE ORDER

· The American Legion Memorial Day ceremony will be held May 31, 2010 at the Legion.
· On June 17, 2010 four trees will be dedicated on Warriors’ Walk.

· Charlie Young explained the VFW National Home for Children, a place to care for the developmental, social and spiritual needs of the children and families of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Services are also available for children of active duty military personnel. The home is located in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.
· Shirley Koop explained that the Military Family Life consultants offer free, confidential counseling with no written records to active duty military, retirees and guard members and their families.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 24, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. (1900 hrs) in the Hinesville Police Department squad room.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. (2015 hours).

Linda Blanchard
Administrative Assistant/HPD

Scribe/HMAC
